British Cave Research Association

Hidden Earth 2007:
Report and Competition Results

Competitions secretary David Gibson reports on the 2007 national caving conference.

Hidden Earth 2007 was held in
Tewkesbury in September 2007 and can
definitely be classed as a success with a full
lecture programme, an exhibition hall with
several new trade stands and some
excellent club stands. Mostly, things went
very smoothly — the team continues to
learn from mistakes but it’s a bit like wall-

in succession. The art salon featured a
venture into ‘installation’ work and the
Bradford Pothole Club stand deserves a
mention in this respect too. There was only
one entry in the video media salon this
year, but this competition does tend to be
unpredictable.

Hidden Earth absorbs an enormous

to write up their talks! In fact, in this
respect, the Hidden Earth team needs a bit
of a nudge from the Speleology team since
no ‘official’ write-up has yet arrived on the
editorial desk. Unofficially we believe that
some of the conference surplus will be
donated to caving ‘good causes’ — more on
this when we hear about it.

papering — smooth it down in one place
and a bubble pops up somewhere else.
Entries in the photo salon were of a
high standard in 2007 — Robbie Shone
won the Premier Trophy for the third year

2007 Competition

Results

Speleo Olympics
Organised by Lee Hawkswell
The object was to make your
way through the wooden
squeezes, pipe and ‘sump’, to
collect the two tackle bags in
the ‘chamber’ and return.

Katie Dent and Rob Eavis (1m
465s) won a Bottle of
champagne donated by Gonzo
and will have their names
added to the trophy.

Guess the Weight

Upper Flood Boulder Ruckle
Cake Weight (2183g)

Clare Youens (2296g) won a
framed print donated by MCG.

Photo Competitions
Competition co-ordinator:
Paul ‘footleg’ Fretwell,
assisted by Caroline Fretwell.
Judged by lan Ellis Chandler
ISSA, Urs Widmer (Speleo
Projects), Jerry Wooldridge
FRPS.

The results in the main print
and projection categories are
shown in the table on the next
page. All Distinction and First
Prize winners received an
engraved memento.

British Newcomer Award
Awarded to a British Isles ‘new-
comer’, entering any compet-
ition category.

Barry Hill (for the quality of all
his displayed work) won a copy
of Images Below from Wild
Places Publishing, a certificate,
and a memento.

Cave Life

Up to three entries per person
in any medium. The Cave Life
award was introduced to en-
courage cave photographers to
look further at their environ-
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ment and to add scientific value
to the photograph. Brief notes
should include an identification
of the species.

qJim Delderfield (Get a grip,
lad) won £50 cash, a Headlight
(Bernie’s), a certificate, and a
memento.

Moore Books Prize
Sponsored by Mike Moore
Books; a single cash prize of
£100 for the best colour or
monochrome print with a
mining or manmade under-
ground theme. As well as
mining in the strictest sense,
this includes quarrying and
manmade tunnelling activities.

q Barry Hill (Timber Roof
Supports, Upper Silica Mine)
won a £100 cash prize from
Moore Books, a certificate, and

a memento.

Speleo Technics Prize
Sponsored by Speleo Technics,
manufacturers of high-
performance caving lamps and
chargers; a prize for the best
colour picture of a Speleo
Technics product in use.

Dave Ryall (Grebe Swallet
Mine, Mendip) won a £100
cash prize from Speleo
Technics, a certificate, and a
memento.

Fun Shot

A single or short sequence of
projections with caption(s). Up

amount of effort from a large number of
people, but one area where enthusiasm
tends to wane is in the writing-up of the
event afterwards. If the team could make
one plea for 2008, it would be for people

to three entries per person,
judged by the ‘laughometer’!

Rob Eavis (Searching for Kate
Humble) won a fleece jacket
(Shipshape), T shirt & mug
(Speleolabs), a certificate, and
a memento.

Delegate Ballot

u Tim Webber (Anywhere but
here) won Dinner, bed &
breakfast for 2 at the Hard
Rock Café, a calendar sack
and book from Bernie's, a
certificate, and a memento.

[This photo, with a tear trickling
down the caver's face, also
won Tim a Merit Award in the
Photo Salon]

Art Competitions
Competition co-ordinators:
Ceris Jones & Robin Gray.
Assisted by Rhian and Andy
Kendal and members of ISSA.
Judged by ballot of conference
delegates.

Cave Art

Prizes for the best speleological
art executed in any visual art
medium, except photographs,
and including drawing, painting,
print-making, sculpture and
textiles. Up to three entries per
person.

1. u Pete Martin (Caver with
several faults) won a box of
Caran d’Ache pastels from
Jakar International, a
certificate, and a memento.

2. g Robin Gray (Up,Up,Up)
won a Trek belt (Bernie’s), a
certificate, and a memento.

The 2008 venue originally booked has
turned out to be unsuitable, and the team
are still searching for a location. It will be
announced at hidden-earth.org.uk website
as soon as possible. H

3. Mark ‘Gonzo’ Lumley (Atlas Badge Draw

Dig, Balch Cave, Summer

2007) won a year's subscription James Thorne won free entry

to ‘Artists and lllustrators’, a
certificate, and a memento.

Cartoon

A gallery of wit for cartoonists.

All those who venture into the
realms of humorous drawings
are invited to exhibit the

product of their imaginations.

Doug Lawrence (... and then
the **?@ lights went out...)
won a folio and pocket set of
water colours (Robin Gray
Artworks) calendar (Speleo
Projects), a certificate and
memento.

St Cuthbert’s Prize for

Best Art on Paper
Judged by Ceris Jones.

Robin Gray (‘Starting Back Up’
(Black Chalk)) won a voucher for

paper from St Cuthbert’s Mill.

to Hidden Earth 2008.

Video Media Salon

Competition co-ordinator:
David Gibson. Judged by
David Gibson, Peter Glanvill,
Glenn Jones.

Martin ‘Basher’ Baines
(Voyage [2007 version]) won a
cheese set & small sack
(Bernie’s), a sack and jetboil
(Lyon equipment), a certificate
and a memento.

See report on next page

Surveying Contest

Competition co-ordinator:
Juan Corrin. Contestants must
survey a course outside the
conference building. The team
that achieves the smallest mis-
closure error wins.

This year, the tape-compass-
clino combination beat the new
digital device!

1. Graham Christian, Peter
Burgess (0.24% closure) won
£50 from Floorplans North.

2. Phil Underwood (2.7%
closure) won show cave visits
and caving trips (Dan Yr Ogof
Caves Co.), and a copy of Dan
yr Ogof, the Jewel of Welsh
Caves by Martin Farr.

Best Club Stand

Judged by Michael Laumanns.
Winner was chosen for the
wealth of information given, and
the innovative presentation and
accessibility. Credit was also
given to Bradford Pothole Club
and Mendip Caving Group
stands.

Mulu Caves Project won a 10
person weekend at SWCC
Headquarters from SWCC.

T-shirt Design

Mendip Caving Group (artist
Yvonne Rowe) won a selection
of books from Bat Products.
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